Brief comment text:

We urge the Commission not to take away any existing spectrum allocated for amateur radio uses and not to reduce any amateur radio HF power restrictions.

In particular, the existing 5 HF channel secondary allocations in the 60 meter band are some of our most precious allocations for emergency communications and disaster recovery utilization. We depend on this so-called "magic band" with it's simultaneous groundwave, NVIS, and regional propagation characteristics to interoperable with disaster relief agencies and communicate efficiently while mobile in an operations area. Our footprint in this spectrum is already minimal and highly restricted. 100 watts is a reasonable power restriction unlikely to cause interference. Excessive further restrictions, especially considered in light of the prevalence of existing commercial off the shelf amateur transmitters capable of and designed for 100W operation on these channels, may lead to a growth in intentional and unintentional unlawful operation which is bad for the amateur radio hobby and bad for any future primary users of spectrum like this. Allowing amateur radio at least the existing minimal allocation of this type encourages lawful operations including experimentation and emergency communications activities, both of which are of substantial public value and governmental interest.
